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22
nd

 July 2011      File Ref: BA24-1/11 

 

Statement to the Membership 

 

Attached is the original letter sent to the Kathryn Dalziel the lawyer acting for NZCF, 

requesting a legal opinion on various issues pertaining to the 2011 AGM, and the 

response we received from Kathryn. 

 

For various reasons (some earthquake related) the response did not reach us until 

July despite the June date on the letter.  

 

As you will see, the legal advice we have received says that the use of proxies for all 

votes including approval of previous minutes, and votes of no confidence in the 

Chair, is legitimate according to our current constitution.  

  

Under our current constitution, people may hold any number of individual proxies, 

and those giving the proxies may grant them freedom to use those proxy votes as 

they wish or think best.  Proxy votes may be used for any type of vote including 

accepting previous minutes, votes of no confidence in the Chair, and votes about 

whether the Chair ‘s ruling is correct or not.  

 

The lawyer also commented that in her the opinion, proxies should not be able to be 

used for some categories of votes, specifically constitutional changes, and votes of 

no confidence in the Chair. 

 

Since it is the case that we now have individual membership and voting rights,  we 

could look at other options to enable all members to have a vote on agendaed items, 

for example allowing postal voting on all remits not only constitutional ones.  Proxy 

voting could be removed completely or limited to certain types of vote (eg votes on 

already agendaed items).   

 

Of course if proxy voting were removed or limited, the required voting strength for a 

quorum at an AGM may also need to be changed.  

 

The EC invites members to make submissions on this, and to send their thoughts to 

the Executive Council Secretary Chris Lowe, preferably to reach her by mid August. 



The EC will then consider this issue and having summarised member’s submissions 

will put forward a remit to the next AGM addressing this matter.  

  

Zena Pigden 

Acting Chair 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

     BA24/11 

 

Kathryn Dalziel 

Taylor Shaw Barristers & Solicitors 

PO Box 1123 

Christchurch 8140 

 

20
th

 April 2011 

 

Dear Kathryn 

 

Re: NZ Cat Fancy Inc – Interpretation of Rules – Proxy Voting 

 

I have been instructed by the Executive Council to seek a legal opinion on the listed 

matters, which the Executive Council have highlighted following a vote of no 

confidence in the Chairman being past at the Annual General Meeting held 9
th

 April 

2011: 

 

• Can proxy votes be used to vote on accepting previous minutes,  

accepting amendments to minutes, or accepting corrected minutes? 

 

• Can proxy votes be used for procedural motions (this includes motions 

of no confidence in the chairman and also motions that the ruling of the 

Chairman be disagreed with) 

 

• If proxy votes cannot be used for one or other or both of the above, 

does the fact that the meeting is inquorate without the proxy votes have  

any bearing or is there deemed to be a quorum for the meeting, even  

though proxy votes cannot be used for some motions? 

 

• Leaving aside the question of proxy votes, of those present in person  

at an AGM : 

(a) Who can vote on acceptance of minutes of a previous meeting? 

(b) Everyone or only those who were present at the previous AGM? 



 

To assist you with the process I have included copies of the following documentation 

 

1. Appointment  of proxy form (ref: pg 22 General Rules & Policies) 

2. Voting preference form 

3. Standing Orders 

4. Constitution 

5. General Rules & Policies 

6. Transcription of AGM 2010 re: change to constitution “highest polling 

candidate” 

7. DRAFT of AGM minutes 2011 ( I have included only those pages relating to 

this issues highlighted – as the draft document is in excess of 60 pages) 

 

Yours sincerely 

Chris M Lowe 

Executive Council Secretary 

 

 

Executive Council Secretary, C/o Private Bag 6103, HBMC, Napier 4142 

Email: secretary@nzcf.com P: 06 839 7811 

 



 

 



 



 

 


